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and education activities in the represented approach had the objective of furthering an of the turfgrass industry, problems, resear tion activities in the various countries. T resulted in the European representatives regional research conference. Subsequent have focused on an exchange of research fi set of invited keynote presentations on cur At a business meeting at the first IT gate, England, UK, the participants discu to form "The International Turfgrass Soci to hold an International Turfgrass Research four-year intervals.
The progress, participation, and im the ITRC have been significant, as illust 1 through 6. Charter members of the ITS Table 7 . A chronological summary of ITR is presented in Table 8 . We should be th dedication of those who contributed to goals ITS during the first ten ITRC eve bers have gained knowledge through this s experience.
International communications among turfgrass educators and researchers was almost non-existent prior to 1969, even within Europe. In 1965 Dr. J. B Beard initiated enquires to several international scientific societies regarding the addition of a turfgrass science section. The USA representatives to the International Grassland Society were very supportive, but the European and Australian contingents rejected the proposal. Similarly the horticulturists were not encouraging.
Thus at the August 1966 annual meeting of the C-5 Turfgrass Management Division of the Crop Science Society of America in Stillwater, OK, USA, Dr. J. B Beard presented a proposal regarding the need for enhanced communications among international turfgrass scientists. Considerable discussion followed, with the C-5 members deciding to pursue organization of a non-affiliated international conference. A motion was made and passed charging Dr. Beard to lead a committee in "forming an international turfgrass organization."
In September, 1966 Dr. J. Beard hosted Mr. B. Langvad of Sweden at his home in Okemos, MI, USA. The concept of an international turfgrass research organization and conference was discussed. Mr. Langvad was very encouraging as to the need and potential for such an organization. It was indicated that the conference should be held in Europe in order to attract the most participants.
Subsequently, Dr. Beard contacted Mr. John Escritt of England and Dr. James Watson of USA to serve with
